














SPECIES CONSERVATION MEASURES AND PERMITTING GUIDELINES

in the interim, a buffer distance of 330 feet is effective for a suite of waterbirds that nest on tree
islands in Florida {Rodgers and Smith 1995).

*  Avoid trimming or killing native vegetation on mangrove islands that are used by WCPI for breeding.

¢ Avoid land use change or removal of native trees or shrubs in contiguous, or nearly contiguous,
patches of tropical hardwood hammock > 12 acres in size {Strong and Bancroft 1994),

¢ Avoid consistent, repeated flushing of birds within patches of tropical hardwood hammock greater
than 12 acres in size.

Examples of Activities Not Expected to Cause Take
This list is not an exhaustive list of exempt actions. Please contact FWC if you are concerned that you could
potentially cause take.

*  Activities within breeding habitat outside of the breeding season that do not result in trimming or
killing of mangroves.

* Aerial activities at an altitude that does not cause flushing from nests. The reaction of white-crowned
pigeons may vary depending on the type of aerial activity, and activities should cease or move to a
higher altitude if flushing occurs.

¢ Routine maintenance of vegetation in existing linear utility and highway right-of-way's.

s Passive recreational activities on existing trails that result in short-term, occasional foot traffic {e.g.,
existing hiking along trails through hardwood hammocks) and do not cause any disturbance within
the canopy of tropical hardwood hammocks.

Florida Forestry Wildlife BMP’s and Florida Agricultural Wildlife BMP’s
e These best management practices do not include the white-crowned pigeon and thus do not
apply.
Other Authorizations for Take
*  Activities within an airport property in accordance with Rule 68A-9.012, F.A.C.
*  Asdescribed in Rule 68A-27.007(2}{c), F.A.C., land management activities (e.g., exotic species
removal) that benefit wildlife and are not inconsistent with FWC Management Plans are authorized

and do not require a permit authorizing incidental take.

Coordination with Other State and Federal Agencies

The FWC participates in other state and federal regulatory programs as a review agency. During review, FWC
identifies and recommends measures to address fish and wildlife resources to be incorporated into other
agencies’ regulatory processes. For example, FWC will continue to work with USFWS on the Big Pine Key and
No Name Key Habitat Conservation Plan {HCP), which notes the importance of tropical hardwood hammock
for federally-listed species and restricts the loss native habitat for species covered under the plan. The HCP
assists in determining the location of potential new development and in prioritizing mitigation areas on these
keys. Also, FWC coordinated with local jurisdictions on the Monroe County Comprehensive Plan (Monroe
County 20154}, Chapter 118 of the Land Development Code, and the Land Planning Regulations for the
Florida Keys Area of Critical State Concern — Monroe County (Rule Chapter 28-20; State of Florida 2014).
Chapter 380 of the Florida Statutes addresses FWC’s interactions with counties.

The FWC provides recommendations for addressing potential impacts to state-listed species in permits
issued by other agencies. If permits issued by other agencies adequately address all of the requirements
for issuing a take permit for Species of Special Concern or state-Threatened species, FWC will consider
these regulatory processes to fulfill the requirements of Chapter 68A-27, F.A.C., with a minimal
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SPECIES CONSERVATION MEASURES AND PERMITTING GUIDELINES

Funding
No funding option has been identified at this time. However, funding options as part of mitigation
will be considered on a case by case basis.

Information

*  Mitigation can be used to support research projects consistent with actions in the SAP.

¢ Monitoring options can include multi-year monitoring that contributes to a portion of a
statewide survey.

* The information option is appropriate for take of adults, eggs, or young via disturbance orin
circumstances where ERP mitigation does not completely satisfy the FWC's definition of

conservation benefit for WCPI.

Programmatic Options
No programmatic option available.

Multispecies Options

¢ A multi-species permitting option may be available for loss of foraging habitat in some parts of
the Keys, where there is overlap with other state-listed species such as the Lower Keys
population of the Florida brown snake, rim rock crowned snake, and possibly the Key ringneck
snake.

FWC Permitting: Intentional Take

Intentional take is not incidental to otherwise lawful activities. Per Chapter 68A-27, F.A.C., intentional take is
prohibited and requires a permit. For state-Threatened species, intentional take permits may only be
considered for scientific or conservation purposes {defined as activities that further the conservation or
survival of the species taken). Permits are issued for state-Threatened species following guidance in Rule
68A-27.007(2)(a), F.A.C.

Risks to Property or Pecple

Intentional take for Human Safety

* Rule 68A-9.012, F.A.C., describes circumstances under which WCPIs may be taken on airport
property without further state authorization for an imminent threat to aircraft or human safety.

¢ Permits will be issued only under limited and specific circumstances, in cases where there is an
immediate danger to the public’s health and/or safety, including imminent or existing power
outages that threaten public safety, or in direct response to an official declaration of a state of
emergency by the Governor of Florida or a local governmental entity. Applications submitted for
this permit must include all information that is required from any other applicant seeking a
permit, along with a copy of the official declaration of a state of emergency, if any. This permit
process may be handled after the fact or at least after construction activities have already
started. An intentional take permit may be issued for such purposes.

Aversive Conditioning
Not applicable to this species.

Permits Isaued for Harasament
Not applicable to this species.

Scientific Collecting and Conservation Permits
Scientific collecting permits may be issued for the White-crowned pigeon using guidance found in
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